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K a r e n
Jenkins, the win-
ner of the recent I
WANT TO BE A

STAR contest sponsored by Concert
Ministries, has spent a lifetime honing
her vocal skills.  Since her elementary
school days in Flint, Michigan, Karen
has been performing in front of audi-
ences and turning in memorable per-
formances.  

As part of the Kearsley Community
High SchoolÕs a cappella choir and
chorale, Karen was the first in the his-
tory of the high school to become a
Michigan State Finalist in the State
Solo and Ensemble festival.  Karen
was later awarded a scholarship to
attend Kentucky State University as
part of both the concert choir and
marching band.  Her impact was
quickly felt in college where she won

the freshman talent show competition
and starred as Bess in the UniversityÕs
production of ÒPorgy & BessÓ.

Returning to her hometown of Flint
after college, Karen joined the Flint
Community Ensemble, a choir known
for singing mostly Negro Spirituals.
In 1998, she joined the popular CMI
Michigan/Ohio Concert choir, and
became a featured soloist for the 200
plus voice choir.  Karen sang for the
local National Day of Prayer event in
Flint with the CMI Ensemble. She has
been a featured soloist on two recently
released CDs, ÒItÕs a Boy!Ó and
ÒChristmasÉA Timeless TreasureÓ
and she also appeared on the television
special ÒChristmasÉA Timeless
TreasureÓ.  

She has performed duets with 5-time
Grammy Award winner and Gospel
Music Hall of Fame inductee Larnelle

Harris.
Karen remains humble about her

accomplishments, even her most
recent honor of being chosen as the
winner of the 2007 I WANT TO BE A
STAR competition which was voted
on by a panel of three judges as well as
fans.  She will be a featured soloist in
this yearÕs ÒChristmas in ColorÓ con-
cert.  

Thurlow Spurr, the maestro of the
CMI Concert Choir, says KarenÕs tal-
ent has always impressed him.  ÒKaren
is an extraordinarily gifted vocalist,Ó
says Spurr.  ÒWe can hand her any kind
of music and she will make it her own,
giving it a unique signature sound.  I
wasnÕt surprised at all that Karen was
a finalist, and ultimately, the winner of
our competition.Ó  

In her personal life, Karen is the
mother of four childrenÑthree of
which have severe hearing disabilities
caused by Waardenburg Syndrome.
One of her sons is profoundly deaf,
and has never even heard his mother
sing.

But despite her hardships, Karen is
quick to count her blessings and con-
tinues to find reasons to sing every day
of her life --a life that has been set to
music, with a voice that was made for
the spotlight.

Karent Jenkins will be appearing
at the Van Singel on Sunday
November 2nd at 2:30 pm with
Thurlow Spurr and Choir. Call for
tickets at 1800 993 sing (7464)

Karen Jenkins I want to be a star
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Welcome! 
Northview Manor

Òa caring placeÓ
We invite you to discover the assisted living 

options at Northview Manor 
A peaceful caring place  

3740 Richton NE ¥ Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616 364 4690  www.northviewmanor.com 

The 
WEST MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN

remains a FREE publication, thanks to
our advertisers. You can support our

newspaper by supporting them.
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Thurlow Spurr Presents The Michigan/Ohio Christmas Choir Concert

This is our
36th 

consecutive year  

Call for tickets at
1-800-993-SING

(7464) 

Sunday November 2nd 2:30 pm at Van Single in Byron Center
SPECIAL APPEARANCE:

Karen Jenkins, winner of I WANT TO BE A STAR  


